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AN OPEN LETTER 





oh 


To Church Members Who Drink 


Dear Fellow Church Member: 

This is a letter that I never expected 
to write. Not until recently was the fact 
driven home to me that this letter had 
to be written. It has been prompted by 
conversations with hundreds of pastors 
and laymen during the past twelve 
months. 

My conscience became uneasy during 
Lent. I realized that I had had unusual 
opportunities to know the alcohol prob- 
lem at firsthand, and I was doing very 
little to help solve it. I volunteered to do 
some speaking in the churches of Penn- 
sylvania. The offer was accepted and 
I have been in a dozen different denomi- 
nations Sunday after Sunday for a whole 
year. 

One observation adds up to this: Social 
drinking is rapidly increasing among 
church members in several denominations. 
To a man the pastors lament this fact. 
They say that it is doing something to 
the church members who drink. Either 
it neutralizes their witness as Christians, 
or it makes them complacent about the 
alcohol problem. ‘They seem to take the 
position that the alcohol problem exists 
only when excessive drinking is prac- 
ticed, and conclude that there would be 
no alcohol problem if moderation were 
practiced. 

I believe there is unintentional fallacy 
in this argument. If moderation were 
the cure for the alcohol problem, there 
would not be five million problem drink- 
ers, including nearly four million al- 
coholics. ‘These hapless people would 
like to drink moderately, but they have 
to have more than good advice to be 
moderate before they can stand on their 
feet again. 


Another observation alarms me: The 
majority of drinking church members are 
unaware of the nature of alcohol. The 
active chemical in every alcoholic bev- 
erage is ethyl alcohol. A bottle of beer, 
a glass of wine, a shot of whisky contain 
approximately the same amounts of al- 
cohol. This chemical is not digested but 
goes directly from the stomach and in- 
testines into the blood stream. Quickly 
it is pumped through the heart to the 
brain where it has a peculiar chemical 
reaction on brain tissue. Once alcohol 
is in the blood, no act of the will can 
prevent it from acting on the brain and 
other bodily organs. No human being 
can prevent himself from getting drunk 
if enough alcohol gets into the blood. 
Neither can he prevent alcohol from tak- 
ing the brakes off his judgment first and 
motor controls next. Alcohol is no re- 
specter of person. It treats church mem- 
bers exactly like nonchurch members 
when it gets into their blood. 


I do wish that church members would 
read up on alcohol. I commend to them 
a pamphlet written by my friend Clifford 
Earle, Alcohol and People. But if you 
pass that one up, get hold of a little pic- 
ture book called Ethyl Is Not a Lady, also 
written by Mr. Earle.* 


Bear with me while I make one more 
observation: Those engaged in the man- 
ufacture and sale of intoxicating bever- 
ages are definitely gunning for church 
members. They know who drinks and 
who doesn’t. They know that there are 
35,000,000 of drinking age who never 
touch a drop from January 1 to Decem- 
ber 31 (including New Year’s Eve). That 
is too big a potential market to ignore, 
and they are willing to spend tens of mil- 


lions of dollars annually for newspaper 
and magazine ads, for radio and tele- 
vision, to capture these nondrinkers. 

The drinking church member greatly 
heartens the liquor interests. They know 
that the church member who drinks will 
not interfere too much with their business 
outside the churches. They know that 
he will write few letters to legislators 
whom they are anxious to control. They 
can count on his taking a negative or a 
neutral attitude toward liquor legisla- 
tion in general. 

The liquor interests warn drinkers to 
avoid excess, but they give them no aid 
in practice. They claim to be a friend of 
the alcoholic, but his help, if it comes 
soon enough, is the friendly hand of the 
church and of Alcoholics Anonymous. 

The liquor interests “deplore” drinking 
among young people, yet they beam their 
ads to make drinking so attractive that 
young people will risk breaking the law 
to obtain this drink that makes so many 
“men of distinction.” 

Probably that’s enough to say in one 
letter. Thank you for reading it. Write 
me your reactions, whether you agree or 
not. These are my convictions. If I’m 
in error, I want to be set right. 

I believe, and I know you believe, that 
every one of us church members has a 
witness to make for Christ. My concern 
is that our witness be from a clear brain 
and a pure heart. 

Respectfully yours, 

Earu F. ZEIGLER, Editor of Today, 

Presbyterian (USA) 

Board of Christian Education. 


Reprinted by permission, Social. Prow- 
RESS. 


*830 Witherspoon Bldg., Philadelphia 7, 
Pa. 











Letters to the Editors 





Writes from Hospital Bed for Reunion 





Sees Common Enemy 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

It would be presumptuous for me to 
try adding to the excellent statements 
which have been made in your paper re- 
garding union of the Presbyterian bodies. 
However, I would like to make a few ob- 
servations from a slightly different view- 
point. During the past two and one half 
years it has been impossible for me to 
serve actively in the church since I have 
been confined to the hospital with polio. 
In spite of my comparative isolation 
from church activities, the program of 
the church and issues confronting Presby- 
terians are very much in my thoughts 
and I cannot help viewing them from my 
present perspective. 

Hospital life affords an _ illustration 
which applies to this matter of church 
union. When people who have been 
stricken down by the same disease are 
placed together in a hospital room, they 
will automatically develop a strong bond 
of fellowship among themselves. Fight- 
ing against a common enemy of disease, 
striving for the same goal of recovery, 
patients often develop genuine friend- 
ships. Differences in background, educa- 
tion or wealth become insignificant when 
people find themselves afflicted and bat- 
tling for recovery. 

Shouldn’t something like this be the 
experience of Christians who are work- 
ing in the common cause of the Kingdom 
of God? The obstacles are too great, the 
enemy too strong, and the cause much 
too glorious for us to allow minor differ- 
ences to divide and weaken our witness. 


THIS WEEK 


These People Join 
Thousands More 
In Saying ... 





Let Presbyterians Reunite!* 


(Continued from last issue) 


Dr. & Mrs. C. H. Mr. & Mrs, S. W. 
Verner Hogue 
Forest City, N. C. Waxhaw, N. C. 
Geo. C. Frickel Bessie R. England 
Austin, Texas Marion, Ala. 
Mrs. R. C. Miller Wm. S. McLean 
Connellsville, Pa. McGehee, Ark. 


Add My Name 


Street & Number 


City, Zone, State 


*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyte- 
rians Reunite! summarizing an editorial se- 
ries, with more than 140 signatures, will 
be sent free of charge for a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope. Or, 25 for 25¢; $1 
per 100. 


The Presbyterian Outlook 
1 North 6th St., Richmond 19, Virginia 





This is not to say that all denomina- 
tions can or should be brought together 
in organic union, but certainly there is 
no real reason that should keep Presby- 
terians from uniting. Sincere and good 
men have put forth arguments against 
union, but their statements seem either 
illogical or irrelevant. 

If union did no more than to strengthen 
our church in Texas, Oklahoma and 
other “border” areas, it would be a 
worthwhile venture. The battle for the 
allegiance of men’s souls is too crucial 
and so much depends on the outcome. 
How can we allow trivial differences to 
keep up from uniting and doing a stronger 
and more effective word? 

H. C. Foster. 
Dallas, Texas. 


Plan of Union 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


In The Case for Union I see an order 
form for articles on union. I would 
like to get a copy of the actual Plan of 
Union—that is, the government of the 
united churches under the plan. 

If you do not have any for distribution, 
can you tell me where to write for one? 

TEXAS. 


@ EDITORS’ NOTE:—The revised Plan 
is now being printed (OUTLOOK, Dec. 21, 
p. 12). Orders must be sent immediately, 
accompanied by 25¢ per copy, to Dr. E. 
C. Scott, 341-A Ponce de Leon Ave., 
N. E., Atlanta 5, Ga. 


Please, An Open Mind 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


I am a minister in Concord Presbytery, 
and as yet I have not definitely decided 
whether I am for or against the present 
plan of union. I have read most of the 
arguments pro and con, and I feel that 
there are good arguments both for and 
against union. I think that Presbyter- 
ians pride themselves in being intelli- 
gent, but what concerns me is that many 
Presbyterians are not acting intelligently 
in this whole matter of union. 

Having an open mind is the mark of 
an intelligent person, in my opinion, but 
I am sure that a great many Presby- 
terians all over our great Church have 
decided how they feel about the matter 
after just seeing one side. Just why any- 
one would do so in a matter of grave im- 
portance to our Church is puzzling to me, 
but I am certain that thousands must be 
doing it; if I am wrong, I will appreciate 
someone correcting the impression that 
I have. I think that many who are 
against union have only seen one side, 
and I am sure that many who are for 
union may not have bothered to read 
the other side. 

I would request that the Outlook urge 
again and again that all members of the 


MARY BALDWIN COLLEGE 
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US Church who are interested in union 
one way or another, not only keep an 
open mind, but be sure that the argu- 
ments both for and against union are 
carefully studied before a decision is 
reached. 

It seems to me that if this is not uni- 
versally done in our church, outsiders 
looking on may see the situation, and 
may rightly question the intelligence and 
reasoning of those who call themselves 
“Presbyterian.” 

EaArL C. DOWNEY. 
Statesville, N. C. 


Publicized Giving 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Although I usually find myself in gen- 
eral agreement with your editorial opin- 
ions, your first editorial of Jan. 18 ap- 
pears to me to be overly biased. Your 
criticisms are possibly quite well-founded, 
but I must confess that I find no spirit 
of Christian love in them. The principle 
implied in this action by “a store in a 
small Idaho town’ may be what you say 
it is; however, it might also be that “we 
do feel an obligation to our churches, and 
this is one tangible way to discharge it, 
at least partially.” Such a principle 
could be universally applied without 
great damage—for, to my way of think- 
ing, it is a worthy idea. If the action is 
merely “cheap publicity,’ as you avow, 
then perhaps it should fall under con- 
demnation. Yet I wonder how much 
other such publicity, or reasonable 
facsimiles thereof, is employed by the 
churches themselves. I would appreciate 
an editorial, if one has not already been 
written, against the gaudy so-called 
“Christian” highway billboards which 
have a tendency to make me ill. ... 

DorRALYN J. HICKEY. 
Durham, N. C. 


@EDITORS’ NOTE:—We thought we 
had protected ourselves adequately in 
the editorial in question by referring to 
such “cheap publicity” by saying 
“whether intended or not.” Anyway, we 
still stand on this question in line with 
Matt. 6:1-4 of which our comments were 
intended as an exposition—or illustra- 
tion of how not to do it. 


Charles McKenzie Named 
Mary Baldwin President 


The newly-elected president of Mary 
Baldwin College is Charles Wallace Mc- 
Kenzie, presently of Chapel Hill, N. C., 
former dean and professor of political 
science at Westminster College, Fulton, 
Mo. 

Dr. McKenzie will succeed Frank B. 
Lewis who resigned last year to join the 
faculty of Union Seminary in Virginia. 

July 1 has been set as the date when 
the new president will assume his duties 
in Staunton, Va. At the present time he 
is working on a book, “Party Government 
in England.” Two years were spent in 
England in research on the project. An 
earlier work is “Party Government in the 
United States.” 

The 54-year-old president holds degrees 
from Dartmouth College and Columbia 
University. For 16 years he was on the 
faculty of Washington University, St. 
Louis. For some time he was an editorial 
writer for the St. Louis Star-Times. 

After three years Army service (spent 
chiefly in training Air Force personnel 
with the rank of major), he joined the 
Westminster faculty. 

Mrs. McKenzie is the former Margaret 
Elizabeth Hines of Goldsboro and Raleigh, 
N. C, 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under the act 


of March 3, 1879. 


Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except 


first week, January, and fourth week August. Telephone 2-9492; night, 4-5554. 10¢ a copy, $4.00 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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Jackson Planners 
Have Difficulty 
Arranging Meeting 


Mississippi Presbyterians were recent- 
ly invited to an anti-reunion meeting in 
Jackson’s First church to see Kenneth 
S. Keyes, Miami real estate man, show 
his charts and hear him give his reasons 
why he thinks union would be bad. 

The invitations went out under spon- 
sorship of the “Volunteer Committee 
Presbyterian Laymen,” of which Chal- 
mers Alexander is chairman. 

The invitation stated that Mr. Keyes 
“will welcome any layman favoring union 
who wishes to speak on the program with 
him.” 


At the same time Colonel Francis 
Pickens Miller, an elder of Charlottes- 
ville, Va., had the same date available 
between speaking engagements in Dallas 
and New Orleans. Hearing of the Keyes 
invitation, he offered to join him in a 
discussion of the issue in Jackson, shar- 
ing the time equally with him. 

When he made his offer and for six 
day thereafter he was not told that any- 
one else had asked for time in favor of 
union, 


Meanwhile the Volunteer Committee 
held a meeting in Jackson to consider the 
request. It came to no decision. The 
executive committee of the VCPT. met 
the next day; again, nodecision. By this 
time Col. Miller was ready to leave for 
Dallas where he would have to be no- 
tified of the Jackson decision. Arriving 
there, he found this telegram from Mr. 
Alexander: 


“Keyes will be principal speaker op- 
posing union on Jackson program. Union 
advocates at statewide Natchez meeting 
had three union speakers and no speaker 
to present anti-union side.* We have 
already had written request from one 
other advocate of union who desires to 
speak here Thursday and he has been 
answered affirmatively. Other union ad- 
vocates may ask to speak on program. 
Pro-union speakers including yourself 
are welcome but each must be limited 
strictly to a 20-minute maximum to keep 
meeting within allotted time. Meeting in 


*Evidently referring to the recent 
meeting of the three Moderators of U. S., 
USA and United Presbyterian churches 
in Natchez where they did not discuss 
union in their speeches and simply re- 
Plied to questions about it in a discussion 
period. 


THE SHORT YEAR WAS GOOD! 


Annuities and Relief (Louisville)______- 
Christian Education (Richmond) __--_~- 
Church Extension (Atlanta) __.___..---- 

Chaplains & Military _--_------------ 
General Fund (Atlanta) —..........~~- 

Interchurch Agencies _-_------------ 
World Missions (Nashville) ----------- 


Considered significant in this record 
is the fact that World Missions re- 
ceived more than its approved (adjusted) 
spending budget called for without the 
aid of a special offering (the earlier 
$1,913,250 was adjusted downward by 
$200,000). 


Agencies that received lower amounts 


1953 1952-53 

9 Months 12 Months 

e $ 433,432 $ 485,705 
é 291,136 344,263 
690,967 791,391 

r 7,709 12,804 
. 348,533 363,751 
k 13,269 15,305 
zB 1,738,155 2,081,171 


will be aided by those receiving more by 
the operation of the (5%) Equalization 
Fund. 

Executives of the various agencies are 
reported to feel highly encouraged by the 
good record made during the short year. 
(Editorial, page 8.) 





Jackson on January 28 begins at 7:30 
p.m. Question and answer period after 
speeches has already been publicly an- 
nounced. Many attending must travel 
home by auto over hundred miles that 
night after meeting. Please telegraph 
whether you will be present on January 
28. (Signed) Chalmers W. Alexander, 
Chairman of Volunteer Committee Pres- 
byterian Laymen.” 


Colonel Miller replied from Dallas: 


“Your telegram makes it clear that my 
presence on evening January 28 would 
be superfluous and consequently I pre- 
ter not to intrude. This is a great dis- 
appointment to me since for both family 
and church reasons there is no place 
where I would rather speak for reunion 
than in Jackson. (Signed) Francis 
Pickens Miller.” 

Upon receipt of the Miller telegram in 
Jackson, the VCPL announced that 
“either the time allotted him on the pro- 
gram was unsatisfactory or for some 
other reason” Colonel Miller did not 
accept the invitation. 

Colonel Miller’s reference to family 
reasons includes a great deal of Presby- 
terian and Confederate history. He has 
ample Confederate ancestry outside Mis- 
sissippi since one ancestor, his namesake, 
was Govenor Pickens, who ordered the 
opening of fire on Fort Sumter. How- 
ever, a grandfather was John Henry Mil- 
ler, pastor at Pontotec, who led Confed- 
erate cavalry troops and is listed in the 
Ministerial Directory as “killed by rene- 
gades in March, 1863.” There are other 
Mississippi «ancestors like that. His 
father, Henry, also a minister, was born 
in 1855 in Pontotoc. Another child of 
the same family, Mary Eliza, became 
Mrs. William Calvin Wells, a well- 


known name in Mississippi. Colonel 
Miller’s rank comes from World War II 
service on General Eisenhower’s staff in 
Europe. 

Even though the Jackson debate failed 
to materialize, Colonel Miller and Mr. 
Keyes were to speak in New Orleans on 
the following Sunday and in Houston on 
the afternoon of Feb. 7. 





D&E PRESIDENT—David K. Allen, now ex- 
ecutive vice-president of Davis and Elkins 
College (W. Va.) will become president of 
the college next July 1. Formerly pastor of 
the First (USA) church, Fairmont, W. Va., 
Dr. Allen came to the college last fall. In 
announcing the appointment, Andrew R. 
Bird, Jr., president of the trustees, said the 
controlling U. S. and USA synods are pro- 
viding substantial increases in their financial 
support of D&E. 








$65,000 Carnegie Fund Enables 


Survey of Theological Schools 


RocHEstEer, N. Y. (RNS)—A grant 
of $65,000 from the Carnegie Corpora- 
tion of New York has been received by 
the American Association of Theological 
Schools to finance the “first comprehen- 
sive survey of Protestant theological ed- 
ucation in the U.S. in 20 years,” the 
association’s headquarters announced 
here. 

Oren H. Baker, executive secretary, 
said that H. Richard Niebuhr, professor 
of Christian ethics at Yale University 
Divinity School, New Haven, Conn., has 
been named to direct the study. 

One of the survey’s basic aims, Mr. 
Baker said, will be to answer questions 
about the role of the minister in con- 
temporary life and to assess how well 
his education equips him for his complex 
responsibilities. 

“The minister is frequently called 
upon to be a fund-raiser, administrator, 
counselor, champion of social justice, 
part-time sociologist and general good 
fellow as well as a spiritual leader,” he 
said. “A thoroughgoing survey of theo- 
logical education, clarifying the needs this 


education should be meeting, can lead to 
a more effective ministry.” 

The survey, which is expected to be 
completed in a year and a half, will ex- 
amine the curricula of accredited Amer- 
ican, and some Canadian, divinity schools 
that are members of the association, Mr. 


Baker added. 


Nels Ferre Denies 
Fundamentalist Charges 

CoLuMbus, O. (RNS)—Nels F. S. 
Ferre, Vanderbilt University theologian, 
defended here treatises he had written 
against an attack by a Columbus funda- 
mentalist pastor who charged they cast 
doubt on the Virgin Birth of Christ. 

Dr. Ferre said that his writings did not 
deny the Virgin Birth. He said that in 
one of the treatises that had been criti- 
cized he had included three extreme theo- 
ries held by some about the birth of 
Christ. 

These, he said, were quoted out of 
context by William E. Ashbrook, pastor 
of Calvary Bible church here, who had 
made the charge. 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering this question is Henry R. Mahler of the Woodland church, 
Nashville, Tenn. 


VIRGIN MARY AND ROMANISTS 

What place does the Virgin Mary play 
in the life and thought of modern Roman 
Catholics ? 

Mauer: The Roman Catholic em- 
phasis upon the Virgin Mary increased 
in scope during the Middle Ages and any 
hope that it might be reduced during 
modern times was ended with the recent 
papal pronouncement erecting the dogma 
of the Immaculate Conception, which 
makes belief in this doctrine obligatory 
on the part of all good Catholics. This 
probably means that there will be more 
rather than less place given to the Virgin 
in the life and worship of the Roman 
Catholic Church from this time on. To 
many Protestants it seems that the Cath- 
olics have practically elevated Mary to 
the godhead. The dogmas of the Im- 
maculate Conception and the Assumption 
of Mary seem to parallel the Virgin Birth 
and the Ascension of Christ and serve 
to place her on a plane of equality. While 
Roman Catholic theologians would deny 
that Mary is divine in the same sense 
as Christ the general impression is gained 
that she supplies a female element in the 
deity. Catholics also deny that they 
worship Mary (venerate is the term) but 
to the objective observer it is difficult to 
distinguish any difference in degree or 
kind between the devotion to Mary and 
Jesus. A number of practices testify to 


4 


the importance of Mary in Catholic life 
and thought. Images of the Virgin are 
prominent in churches, schools, hospitals 
and homes. Every nun has the name 
“Mary” somewhere in her official name. 
Most Catholic families include “Mary” 
in the names given to an oldest daughter. 
Phrases such as ‘Our Mother’’, ‘Mother 
of God”, “Blessed Virgin”, “Queen of 
Heaven”, and “Saint Mary” testify to 
the devotion with which she is viewed. 
Her name figures in prayers as often as 
that of Christ. There is also a tendency 
to localize the Virgin as though she were 
many instead of one, such as Virgin of 
Guadalupe, Virgin of Fatima, etc. The 
latter is at present the most prominent 
Virgin of the group although she went 
practically unnoticed by the Church until 
the need to combat Communism became 
pressing. Perhaps the most revealing 
insight into the place the Virgin has in 
the thought of Catholics lies in the fact 
that healing miracles, “visions” and ‘“‘ap- 
pearances” are almost always in connec- 
tion with the Virgin rather than Christ. 
Its appeal is evidenced by the huge 
crowds that swarmed to a Wisconsin 
farmhouse when an appearance of the 
Virgin was scheduled. The Roman 
Catholic Church is reserved about these 
appearances until it is evident that they 
are going to “take” and then the official 
approval of the Church is given. 


Mr. Ashbrook, citing these quotations, 
had challenged the Ohio Pastors Conven- 
tion’s selection of Dr. Ferre as a speaker. 

Dr. Ferre replied to the charges in an 
address to the convention which kept him 
on its program as scheduled despite the 
complaint about his theological beliefs. 

In a second address to the pastors, Dr. 
Ferre said Christians can find faith in 
God only by “surrendering themselves 
wholeheartedly to the search for the path 
toward and the discovery of that faith.” 

Emphasizing the role of thinking to 
cultivating faith in God, he said, ‘We 
must use our minds because they cannot 
but say that we must worship God.” 

“To find truth,” Dr. Ferre added, 
“one must focus his life on God, follow 
truth despite obstacles and, when he finds 
faith, be able to realize it and keep it. 

“The trouble with so much religion 
is that we never find it. We can’t recog- 
nize it. But the lover of truth will find 
it and know it.” 


Miss Sarah Chakko, World 
Council President, Dies 


GENEVA (RNS)—Miss Sarah Chakko, 
co-president of the World Council of 
Churches, died in Lucknow, India, of 
a heart attack, it was announced here hy 
W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, the Council’s gen- 
eral secretary. She was 49 vears old. 

Miss Chakko, who was president of 
Isabella Thoburn College at Lucknow, 
was elected to the World Council post 
in August, 1951, the first woman so hon- 
ored since the Council’s organization in 
1948. 

In 1950, she was granted a leave of 
absence from her college presidency to 
serve as first secretary of the World 
Council’s Commission on the Life and 
Work of Women in the Church. 

Prominent in international church 
circles, Miss Chakko traveled widely and 
was a principal speaker at a number of 
world meetings. This vear she wrote the 
service to be used everywhere on the 
World Day of Praver, March 5, sponsor- 
ed by United Church Women of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches in the U.S. 

Miss Chakko was born in 1905 at 


North Parur in South India. Her par- 
ents were members of the Orthodox 


Syrian Church of Malabar (Jaccbite 
Syrian Church). Her father helped te 
found the Union College in Alwaye. one 
of the first indigenous efforts at Chris- 
tian higher education. She was educated 
at Queen Marv’s College in Madras and 
received an M.A. degree from the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. 

She served on the Board of Christian 
Higher Education and cn the National 
Christian Council of India, and was 
vice-president of the World’s Y.W.C.A.: 
« member of the Board of Governers of 
the Graduate School of Social Service, 
which she helped establish in Delhi (the 
first of its kind in India). 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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FOR ... HEALING OF THE NATIONS 


S AMERICAN CITIZENS, we 
A may take satisfaction in the progress 
being made toward improved relations 
among racial groups within our nation. 
The sweeping indictments of American 
life which were justifiable twenty or even 
ten years ago must be qualified and lim- 
ited when they are made today. 

It is becoming easier for a man to 
get and hold a job regardless of his an- 
cestry. Travel in public conveyances is 
more congenial for Negroes than it was. 
In some cities it is less difficult for a 
member of a minority group to rent or buy 
or build a home in an attractive neighbor- 
hood. The franchise is denied to fewer 
persons and the political effectiveness of 
members of racial groups is gradually be- 
coming what it should be—their effective- 
ness as individual citizens, regardless of 
group identity. 





A long series of court decisions is 
gradually opening up the universities of 
the nation to all persons solely on the 
basis of individual merit, and it is not 
unreasonable to hope that segregation in 
education at all levels will end. Sporadic 
expressions of violence stil] mar the rec- 
ord; but lynchings are so rare that we 
may soon be able to say that they no 
longer take place in the United States. 


Important Demonstrations 

All these things are good signs cf san- 
ity and decency. They are important 
demonstrations of the fact that Americans 
are uneasy in conscience and therefore 
are moving to correct segregation and 
other forms of discrimination. The un- 
evenness of progress, and our embarrass- 
ment when political expediency or deep- 
seated traditions provide formidable ob- 
stacles, do not destroy the hope of great- 
er advance throughout the whole nation. 


All things considered, the citizens 
of the United States may take a meas- 
ure of genuine satisfaction over im- 
proved relations among racial groups 
within our borders. 


But there is a disquieting lesson to 
be drawn merely from the fact that we 
have to stop and take note of such prog- 
ress. This nation was founded on the 
religious principles of freedom, equality 
and fraternity. As we approach the end 
of two centuries of national life, we still 
have to ask ourselves whether we are 
building on those foundations. If there 
were no sincere efforts to realize the basic 
goals of a free and democratic people, 
we would stand convicted of hypocrisy 
for having lived so long with the com- 
promises of segregation and of social 
and political discrimination. 

Surely there must come a time when 
it will no longer be necessary to observe 
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Race Relations Sunday in our churches 
or to fight for the rights of racial minor- 
ity groups or to decry the presence of prej- 
udice. Surely we must with confidence 
look forward to a day of mental and 
spiritual health, unmarred by racial prej- 
udice, which is a sign and symptom of 
illness both of mind and of spirit. 


Advances Needed in Churches 


Moreover, while it is true that great 
progress has been made within the 
churches in bringing about a greater 
awareness of the demands of brotherhood 
and in the practice of racially inclusive 
membership by an increasing number, it 
must be recorded, to our shame, on this 
Race Relations Sunday that it is within 
the churches themselves and in church- 
related institutions that significant ad- 
vances need to be made. It is still true 
that only in exceptional instances do 
white and non-white Christians worship 
regularly together. In some church-sup- 
ported colleges, racial prejudice and dis- 
crimination in social life contradict their 
Christian profession. In many church- 
related hospitals and homes discrimina- 
tory practices still prevail. 


Is it not strange that religion, which 
is a force for the healing of the nations, 


A Call to Action 


Christianity, a force “for the healing 
of the nations,” is the way by which 
people can live together in justice and 
goodwill. “The demands of Christian 
conscience are so clear and unmistakable”’ 
that as individuals and in their churches, 
Christians are faced with the responsi- 
bility of using this force to make broth- 
erhood a reality. 


Individuals should 


1. Learn the basic facts about race. 
(Write the Social Action Department 
of your denomination,* or the Depart- 
ment of Racial and Cultural Relations, 
National Council of Churches for litera- 
ture.) 

2. Examine their attitudes and man- 
ners with regard to race to discover how 
they affect the individual’s own freedom 
and development. 





*Dept. of Christian Relations, 341-B Pence 
de Leon Ave., N. E., Atlanta 5, Ga. 


is itself hampered in its influence by 
the sickness of racial prejudice? 


Indeed, it can be said that, judged 
from the perspective of Christian insight, 
even, the progress made in secular life is 
belated and far from adequate. The de- 
mands of Christian conscience are so 
clear and unmistakable, the road so 
straight and unavoidable, and the oft-re- 
peated convictions so unequivocal and 
compelling, that the genuine satisfaction 
of partial progress in secular affairs 
are cancelled out by the continuing con- 
demnation of ourselves for failing to live 
as children of God, brothers one of an- 
other. 


Finally, when the whole matter is view- 
ed in world-wide perspective, the healing 
of the nations calls for a medicine which 
—up to this moment—we, as Christians, 
have been unwilling to take. The non- 
white peoples of the world are uncon- 
vinced by a Christianity which accepts a 
color line. 

If we really believe that true religion 
is for the healing of the nations, and if 
we intend to continue offering to others 
the leaves and fruits of the Tree which 
grows beside the River of Life, there is 
but one appropriate way: we must prac- 
tice what we preach, match creed with 
deed, and express in our lives the truths 
we claim to believe. 


The National Council of Churches is in- 
debted to President Buell G. Gallagher, 
of the College of the City of New York, 
for drafting this message. 


Prepared by the Department of 
Racial and Cultural Relations, 
National Council of Churches 


3. Avoid generalizations and prejudg- 
ments based on race. 

4. Refrain from telling stories which 
have derogatory implications about race, 
color, creed, or national origin. 

5. Point out, tactfully, when such stor- 
ies are told, that relating them spreads 
racial prejudice. 

6. Correct derogatory or incorrect state- 
ments about a race. 

7. Find out what racial groups live in 
the community. Become acquainted with 
their churches and civic organizations. 
Discover the contributions of the various 
racial groups, their problems, and their 
efforts to resolve them. 

8. Find out what their churches, their 
denomination and other agencies are do- 
ing to improve race relations, and partici- 
pate in the program. 

9. Support legislation designed to guar- 
antee human rights to all regardless of 
race, color, creed, or national origin. 

10. Work in their occupations, their 
unions, or their vocational organizations 
for fair employment practices. 








Churches should 


1. Re-examine continuously — their 
Christian responsibility in race relations 
and interpret its meaning to the church 
membership. 

2. Make sure that their practices in 
membership, attendance at services and 
use of facilities are inclusive of all peo- 
ple regardless of race. 

3. Consider whether the pattern and 
practices with regard to race relations in 
the churches impair the full attainment of 
Christian unity in the churches. 

4. Organize a group within the church 
which will 

(a) Develop and 
attitudes about race. 

(b) Sponsor study groups, forums, 
worship services, and other activities 
which include people of different racial 
and cultural backgrounds, for the pur- 
pose of deepening understanding and 
discovering mutual interests. 

(c) Evaluate the status of race rela- 
tions in the community and inake 
plans for a race relations program that 
runs throughout the year. 

(d) Work to assure decent homes for 
all people and the removal of restrictive 
practices based on race, color, creed, 


maintain creative 


or national origin. 

(e) Insist on the elimination of dis- 
crimination based on race, color, creed, 
or national origin in employment, edu- 
cation, health, recreation, hotel ac- 
commodations, and other community 
services. 

(f) Find out if there are migrants 
working in the community, their race 
or nationality, their problems, what 
organizations are working with them, 
and co-operate with the program. 
(Write to Department of Migrant 
Work, National Council of Churches, 
257 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N. 
a 

(g) Work with employers’ groups, 
professional organizations, and unions 
to establish employment practices 
based on character and skill rather 
than on race, color, creed, or national 
origin. 

5. Seek, through women’s groups, to 
develop the program, “Next Steps in Race 
Relations” in local organizations and 
the community. (Send 5 cents to United 
Church Women, National Council of 
Churches, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 
10, N. Y., for the program, Race Relations 
—Nezt Steps for United Church Women 
for 1953.) 


“SOMETHING THERE IS” 


By JAMES McBRIDE DABBS 


S I BEHOLD the walls of segrega- 

tion crumbling across the South, 
I am amazed that these who call them- 
selves Christians should view these 
changes with alarm. We should be bat- 
tering down these walls ourselves instead 
of cowering in the background, while 
other forces, only indirectly Christian, 
prize them loose from their dark founda- 
tions. 

For what is a Christian but a man who 
has realized the human destiny? And 
what is the human destiny but the tear- 
ing down of walls? Walls are for pro- 
tection: against inclement weather, un- 
friendly men, starry space. As animals, 
we must build against inclement weather; 
but as men we are forever seeking to pass 
through, indeed to disintegrate, the walls 
which separate us from our fellows and 
from the world, and to move freely with 
our brothers down the endless corridors of 
God’s House. 


As men we are trying to do this. For 
what else do we want? 

As the child, growing up, becomes con- 
scious of himself, he becomes conscious 
of the gulf which separates him from 
other people and from the world. Yet he 
does not, he cannot, accept this gulf. Be- 
ing the social creature he is, he calls 
and leans across it from the beginning 
of his life to the end. If, instead of 
building bridges, he seeks to destroy them, 
it is because his thwarted love has turned 
to hatred. What he really wants to do 
is to build bridges, to disintegrate walls, 





Mr. Dabbs, who had an article in these 
columns Jan. 25, is a Presbyterian elder 
at Mayesville, S. C. 


to integrate himself with life, not to seg- 
regate himself or anybody else. 
Robert Frost Said It 

“Something there is,” says Robert 
Frost, “Something there is that doesn’t 
love a wall.” Indeed, there is something: 
the spirit of life itself. And those who 
are fighting for segregation are fighting 
against the very spirit of life, against 
God, against the Father of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. 

It takes no knowledge of theology to 


realize this. It takes only a clear exam- 
ination of our own hearts. We want to 
be friendly, we want to know people; 
we are happy as we succeed and unhapp\ 
as we fail. For how else shall we gain 
comfort in this strange world? How else 
shall we come to the peace and assurance 
which we need ? If anyone says “Through 
God,” I only ask, “How can you love 
God whom you have not seen if you 
love not your neighbor whom you have 
seen ai 

Of course there are objections to what 
I have said. The human being, frail and 
frightened, can think of many reasons 
why he should not be friendly, why he 
should maintain the walls, especially why 
he should maintain the wall of segreya- 
tion. We must protect our civilization, 
he says, forgetting in the first place that 
the Negro is already a part of our civili- 
zation, forgetting, more importantly, that 
at the very heart of our civilization is a 
respect for the person which segregation 
denies. It is popular today to seek sub- 
versive elements in our society, meaning 
communistic elements. 


The most subversive element in our 
sociely, the strongest corrosive of the 
American Dream, is the lack of respect 
for persons, of which segregation is a 
prime example. 


So, trying to maintain the wall of 
segregation, we fight against the Amer- 
ican Dream, against Western Civiliza- 
tion, against the spirit of life. 

I am amazed that we Christians do 
this, for we are the people who claim to 
know what the spirit of life is doing. Let 
us re-examine our cloudy hearts. Today, 
God’s light is spreading across the land, 
and we, for all our brave professions, 
poor creatures of darkness, are twittering 
like startled bats in attics and chimneys. 


"Lift Every Voice and Sing’ 


James Weldon Johnson and his brother 
Rosamond collaborated in writing the 
Negro anthem. James Weldon was born 
in 1871 in Jacksonville, Florida. At At- 
lanta University he was a member of a 
quartette which toured the country. While 
teaching in the grade schools of Jackson- 
ville, he was instrumental in founding 
the first high school for Negroes in that 
( ity. 

After taking courses in Columbia Uni- 
versity, he spent six years as United 
States Consul in Venezuela and Nica- 
ragua. For fourteen years he was secre- 
tary of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, and dur- 
ing the last years he was professor of 
creative literature at Fisk University. In 
1938 he was killed in an automobile ac- 
cident. 


Living with Peace of Mind . 


Many times in addressing assemblies 
of Negro colleges I have been thrilled by 
the fervent and hallowed singing of the 
Negro National anthem: 

Lift every voice and sing 

Till earth and heaven ring, 

Ring with the harmonies of liberty 

Let our rejoicing rise 

High as the list’ning skies, 

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea; 

Sing a song full of the faith that the 

dark past has taught us; 

Sing a song full of the hope that the 

present has brought us; 

Facing the rising sun 

Of our new day begun, 

Let us march on till victory is won... 

God of our weary years, 

God of our silent tears, 

Thou who hast brought us thus far on 

our way; 

Thou who hast by thy might, 

Led us into the light, 

Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 


. . . . 


By Kirby Page 
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EDITORIAL 


Study Theological Education 


The news reports (see page 4) do not 
reveal it, but the important $65,000 Car- 
negie grant for a thorough-going survey 
of theological education is indebted to 
our church’s secretary of Higher Educa- 
tion, Hunter B. Blakely. 

It was Dr. Blakely who initiated the 
movement several years ago, got the back- 
ing of the Presbyterian Educational As- 
sociation of the South, then of other Pres- 
byterian bodies, looking toward a study 
of theological education in seminaries of 
the Reformed churches. When the Foun- 
dation looked upon this as too limited for 
its purposes the project was carried to 
the American Association of Theological 
Schools where it was heartily endorsed. 

Leaders of the AATS then joined with 
Dr. Blakely in presenting the need and 
now the Carnegie money is made avail- 
able for a greatly needed study under the 
competent direction of H. Richard Nie- 
buhr, whose choice to conduct the stud) 


all will applaud. 





A Good Nine Months 


A good many people were fearful of 
the nine-months years which ended Dec. 
31. They didn’t knew what might hap- 
pen to our agencies and their program in 
such a period of adjustment, and yet 


8 


there was no other way to take the step 
to conform to the calendar year which was 
approved several years ago. 

Reports which appear on page 3 of 
this issue show the fears to have been 
unwarranted. It seems that our leaders 
and the rank-and-file of givers realized 
the necessity of cushioning any possible 
blow and they made their gifts accord- 
ingly. 

With this good mark behind us and 
with the many advantages of operating 
on a calendar vear, 1954 should see the 
generosity of our people adding still 
greater glory to this excellent record. 


It Is Boy Scout Week 

During this week tributes will be paid 
to the Boy Scouts on the 44th birthday of 
that organization and particularly to the 
860,000 Scouters (adult volunteer work- 
ers) who give their time and energies to 
this important work. 

There are many things we could say 
in appreciation of Scouting but perhaps 
the best thing to be done here is to stress 
the important ally of the church which 
this organization, for boys or girls, is 
in relation to the church. 

Happily, most Scout troops are spon- 
sored by churches. Others should be 
and doubtless would be if the leadership 
could be discovered. 





One important development in the Boy 
Scout program in recent years is the “God 
and Country Award” which every pastor 
and church would do well to encourage. 
If you don’t know about this ask your 
local leaders or write Boy Scouts of 
America, 2 Park Ave., New York 16. 

Meanwhile, we’d like to recognize 
Scouts who receive this award by listing 
them with their addresses and the date 
of the award in these columns. ‘These 
are ordinarily cleared through the na- 
tional youth division of the respective 
churches but a double-check on it would 
not be amiss. 


This Should Help 

The Division of Christian Relations* 
has recently issued a manual for the 
guidance of chairmen of that area of the 
Assembly’s work in synods, presbyteries 
and congregations. It is a small, prac- 
tical document long needed and sure to 
be of help in suggesting the sort of things 
churchmen and churches might be doing 
as they make their Christian witness in 
the midst of an un-Christian world. 

A good addition to this, now or in a 
year or so, would be a booklet reporting 
the actual outworking of these plans and 
others in various situations on the three 
levels: synod, presbytery and commu- 
nity. The good work of others is a great 
inspiration to all of us. 


*341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E., At- 
lanta 5, Ga. 


Presbyterian 
Reunion Will... 


1. Enable proclamation of the 
gospel without tongue in cheek (no 
more explaining which particular 
branch of Presbyterian we are). 

2. Give us a Presbyterian Church 
of national proportions. 

3. Provide a united, Presbyterian 
voice in the life of our time. 

4. Be marked by missionary con- 
cern and service in global dimen- 
sions. 

5. Result in new vitality through 
enriched fellowship at all levels. 


—T. M. TAYLOR, Professor, Pittsburgh- 
Xenia Theological Seminary (U.P.) 


In Passing 


WITCH BURNING?— A correspondent 
writes: ‘‘The church of 

at a witch-night service, 

burned its mortgage on the first unit.” 








* * x 


LUTHERANS: Co-ed—Muhlenburg, 

the only remaining non-coeducational 
institution among the 12 colleges of the 
United Lutheran Church, will also be- 
come co-educational. Action to assure 
the admission of women students was 
taken at a recent meeting of the Min- 
isterium of Pennsylvania. There are 
now 646 men students. A financial cam- 
paign is planned to make possible an ex- 
pansion of facilities to accommodate 250 
women students. 


x ok * 

WE LIKE THIS: Mary Baldwin’s 
catalog lists on its second and third 

cover pages alumnae admissions coun- 

selors in many parts of the USA. 
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“IN DEEP DISTRESS FOR HE WAS 
VERY RICH” 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


Mark 10:22 Phillips. 

The last the disciples remembered 
of him was his back. They had caught 
a glimpse of his face when Jesus told 
him to sell all he had and come follow 
him—a face in which astonishment 
struggled with dismay. Then his bent 
discouraged back receding through the 
crowd. . . . If others have speculated 
on what came after that, why not we? 
This is a might-have-been, told as if it 
really was. 

x * * 

ROM the viewpoint of his home town, 

the rich young ruler’s career after that 
was a success. He had no bad habits, 
he was honest and ambitious, and he was 
never a man to let a fortune slip through 
his fingers. The people had elected him 
to high office in the first place because 
he was rich; they figured a man who 
could take such good care of his own 
affairs could be trusted with the affairs 
of the community. 

If being a ruler had gone to his head 
a bit in his early years, it became a sort 
of habit as time went on. He was on all 
the important committees, he was on the 
board of all the businesses that needed 
boards. And when it was necessary to 
do something about the poor, who some- 
how seemed to be always with them, the 
citizens naturally turned to their lead- 
ing citizen to head their charitable enter- 
prises. His name was on more letter- 
heads than he could well keep track of. 
He was a scrupulous tither, and with his 
growing wealth he never missed the ten 
per cent his secretary paid out to chari- 
ties. 

So he became more powerful as his vears 
increased. But he was never happy. Up 
to the fateful day when he rushed up 
to the young Rabbi from Nazareth, he 
had been a happy man. Keeping the 
Law had not been a burden. This life 
gave him all he wanted. All he needed 
was eternal life.. He felt himself only 
just around the corner from the perfect 
happiness. There must be some little 
something, some trifle he had overlooked, 
some slight adjustment, and there it 
would be—this life and the next all 
provided for, not another worry in the 
world. But the words of the Rabbi had 
not been at all what he had expected. 
So he went away. . . .But the shadow 
once cast over his life did not lift. The 
very wealth that seemed indispensable 
turned into a burden, sometimes he 
thought even into a curse. He found his 
wealth increasing in spite of himself, or 
because of himself. The habit of money- 
making was strong upon him. When his 
various responsibilities as board mem- 
ber, Leader of Drives—and_ inevitably 
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Platform-Sitter and Introducer of Very 
Important Persons—when these things 
wore upon his mind, as they did more 
and more, he reflected that if he had been 
poor no one would have called on him for 
anything. (Who ever suspects that a poor 
man may be wise?) So he resented his 
reputation vet he could not escape from 
it. 


S HIS WEALTH increased he had 

less and less time for reflection. 
Times being what they were, he had to 
keep an ever-closer eye on his invest- 
ments. At last it came out in the local 
paper that he had resigned from the high 
office he then held “to look after his 
private interests.” After that, it was 
understood that he needed all his time 
for himself. Aside from the letter-heads 
which went right on carrying his name, 
and aside from the public appearances 
which he was occasionally forced to make, 
he lost touch with public works and char- 
ities. 

Indeed, as time went on, if he had 
ever walked abroad incognito after the 
manner of Caliphs, and listened to what 
the people said of him, he might have 
discovered that if they thought of him 
at all, it was no longer with the warm 
admiration they had had for him when 
he was younger. They hardly thought 
of him as a citizen now. He was the 
Baron and they the vassals. True, they 
owed their living to him. They existed 
and they carried on their little businesses 
by his grace and favor, but they were 
scarcely grateful. Thev suspected that 
he always made more out of any trans- 
action than they did. 

In fact, they were more than a little 
afraid of him. His habit of command, 
unquestioned in his own financial em- 
pire, grew to a habit of dictatorial whim- 
sy. Behind the dam of fear there piled 
up a flood of envy and even hatred. If 
he ever had gone abroad in disguise and 
it had been found out who he was, it 
might well have been dangerous for him. 

But he never went anywhere. He did 
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not know what people thought, he could 
afford not to care, he could not afford 
the time to think about it. But the 
farther he withdrew into the fortress of 
his wealth, the farther he was from hap- 
piness. The thought began at last to 
grow on him that he did not own his 
property—it owned him. He had become 
so much its slave that he had no time 
for anything else but to serve it. The 
source of his unhappiness was at the 
same time his inexorable master. 

One day, or rather, one night when 
his sleeping pills did not work, he re- 
membered the Rabbi of Nazareth. He 
had not thought about him for many 
years. It came back to him, at first dim- 
ly, then with a rush, how full of the joy 
of living he had been that day when 
he asked Jesus the great question, and 
how from that day the shadow over him 
had grown deeper year by year. In sud- 
den desperation he cried aloud into the 
darkness: “I wish I had never seen the 
man!” 

* * * 


T THIS POINT the story breaks 

in two. It can have two endings. You 
may think it likely that when a man 
reaches the place where he hates even 
to think about Jesus, he would not enter 
the gate of heaven if it stood open before 
him. Did that cry in the dark night 
mark the point of no return on the man’s 
descent into hell? Or you may think 
it more likely that when the man’s cry 
broke upon his own ear in the night, 
he knew with shame hew low the long 
years had brought him—and so his shame 
became the first step in his salvaticn. 

What do vou think ? 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Union Talks Get 
Tenn. Attention 


Tennessee News Letter 

The last Sunday in January was a day 
for a general exchange of Presbyterian 
pulpits throughout Tennessee in promo- 
tion of acquaintance and fellowship be- 
tween U. S. and USA ministers and 
churches. This was arranged by the 
joint committee on Interchurch Relations 
of the two synods. Study of the revised 
Plan of Union is being recommended for 
February and later. Meanwhile churches 
and groups are studying the question of 
union. In church five successive 
Sunday evenings were used for a serious 
study of the plan with members of the 
congregation assigned certain phases for 
advance preparation and_ discussion. 
Wednesday evening discussion were fea- 
tured in another church. Second church, 
Memphis, was the recent scene of an op- 
position meeting with Kenneth S. Keyes 
of Miami as the speaker. A committee 
headed by T. Walker Lewis and Horace 
Hull planned the Memphis meeting. Mr. 
Lewis, commenting on the meeting, said 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S., empha- 
sizes the support of missions and evange- 
listic work in a different degree from 
other Presbyterians and said he feels it 





one 


can do better work in the South without 
union. 


Spiritual Renewal Movement 
Is Launched in Memphis 

A. W. Dick, pastor of Memphis’ Sec- 
ond church, has been directing the dis- 
tribution of 100,000 pledge cards in a 
movement sponsored by members of 16 
denominations. The cards are part of a 
“spiritual renewal movement” in which 
the signer pledges himself “to try to 
pray each day that God may so trans- 
form my life in all its ways thet I may 
become, increasingly, through faith in 
Christ our Lord, a more effective instru- 
ment of peace and freedom for all man- 
kind.” A rally of 5,000 persons in Fllis 
Auditorium had the backing of 150 white 
congregations. Negro church leaders de- 
clined the invitation to sponsor a sep- 
arate rally at the same hour, saying they 
regarded as “‘un-Christian” the policy of 
segregation in the city-owned hall. 
(RNS) 


Wolseley Says Press and 
Pulpit Need Each Other 

Syracuse University’s Roland E. Wolse- 
ley, professor of religious journalism, 
recently told about 300 churchmen, teach- 
ers and college students in Nashville that 
the press and pulpit need each other. 
Speaking at a religious journalism sem- 
inar sponsored by the Nashville Ten- 
nessean, Dr. Wolseley said the church 
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und press have at least one goal in com- 
mon: They both want a better-informed, 
hetter-educated public to deal with. But 
neither church nor press can be its most 
effective, he said, unless the two coop 
erate. ‘Press and pulpit are aiming their 
words and their ideas at the same people,” 
he said. “They can learn from each 
other about how to do so successfully.” 
He said one way to improve understand- 
ing between press and pulpit would be 
to have all churchmen work a _ few 
months on a newspaper every few years 
and for all journalists to be active church- 
men the year-round. Coleman A. Har- 
well, editor of the Tennessean, said news- 
papers are becoming “increasingly aware 
of the importance of religious news.” 
This is reflected, he said, by the use of 
full-time church news reporters on a 
major wire service and by many news- 


papers. (RNS) 
Miscellany 


The Vanderbilt School of Religion is 
sponsoring a series of Monday seminars 
for ministers and laymen through March 
8... . Nashville ministers are making 
plans for a Billy Graham evangelistic 
crusade next Aug. 15-Sept. 12. Walter 
R. Courtenay, of the First church, is co- 
chairman of the pastors’ advisory com- 
mittee. ... Three Murfreesboro churches 
(Christian, Methodist and Presbyterian) 
have expanded their former summer-time 
Sunday evening union services to a 
through-the-vear program. Special 
gifts to Methodist colleges throughout 
the nation reached a record high of more 
than $10,000,000 last year, according to 
announcements from Nashville head- 
quarters... . J A system of Social Security 
coverage for clergymen which would in 
no way involve the churches was ap- 
proved by the executive committee of the 
Southern Baptist Convention in a res- 
olution adopted in Nashville recently. . . . 
More than 17,000 of the 39,900 Metho- 
dist churches in the nation are joining in 
the current church attendance crusade 
scheduled to run through Easter. Special 
organizations have been set up in 64 of 
the 105 annual conferences. During the 
crusade pastors and laymen are visiting 
the homes of inactive members in a spe- 
cial effort to see them become related to 
the church. (RNS) 

RatpH M. LLEWELLYN. 
Murfreesboro. 
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CALDWELL 


Preaching Angles 


30 tested ways to get and hold attention 


FRANK H. CALDWELL, president, Louisville 
Presbyterian Seminary 


This practical book shows every minister how 
he can make his preaching more effective, more 
dynamic and memorable, through the use of 
preaching angles—techniques, procedures, or 
ideas that make the central message of the ser- 
mon penetrate the consciousness and hearts of 
the hearers. 


A Historical Approach to 
Evangelical Worship 


ILION T. JONES, professor of practical the- 
ology, San Francisco Theological Seminary 


Dr. Jones believes that present trends toward 
imitation of ancient liturgical forms are en- 
dangering the distinctive character of Protestant 
worship—and Protestantism itself. He traces 
the history of evangelical worship from its Old 
Testament background to the present and offers 
usable suggestions for practices and procedures 
of Christian worship that are true to its evan- 
gelical origin. 320 Paces. $4.50 


Fire in Thy Mouth 


Preaching the Bible message of redemption 
DONALD G. MILLER, professor of New Test- 


ament, Union Theological Seminary, Richmond 


Written to “relate the recent renewal of in- 
terest in biblical theology” to the pulpit, this 
book is both a plea and a challenge to the 
minister to make preaching central in_ his 
ministry and the Bible central in his preaching. 
Dr. Miller deals with such vital questions as 
the true nature of preaching, the place of the 
Bible in preaching, and the difficulties, values, 
and implications of biblical preaching. $2.50 
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La ROE 


The Church We Love 


The layman and his church—and what they 
mean to each other 
WILBUR La ROE, JR., former lay moderator, 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A. 

“It says a good many things that need to be 
said and says them with conviction and vitality. 
Such a book by a layman was long overdue for 


writing. .. . It should do much good among its 
readers both of the laity and clergy.’—Georgia 
Harkness. $1.25 


The Gospel and the Gospels 


A revealing study of the one gospel in the 
many 


JULIAN PRICE LOVE, professor of biblical 
theology, Louisville Presbyterian Seminary 

A clear and challenging interpretation of the 
Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John— 
and more particularly of the one gospel of 
Christ’s redemption proclaimed by each of the 
Gospel writers. 

“Will broaden the reader’s understanding and 
deepen his appreciation of the Gospel record.” 
—Christian Observer. $2.75 


Getting to Know God 
16 sermons to make Him real to you 


JOHN A. REDHEAD, minister, First Presby- 
terian Church, Greensboro, North Carolina 

In these 16 sermons Dr. Redhead tells what 
God is like—his nature, his wisdom, his provi- 
dence, his grace, and his personality as revealed 
in his only son, Jesus Christ. Powerful messages 
marked by clear-as-a-bell language and deep 
concern that all men may know God and his 
saving power. 


The Kingdom of God 


The biblical concept and its meaning for 
the church 


JOHN BRIGHT, professor of Hebrew and in- 
terpretation of the Old Testament, Union The- 
ological Seminary, Richmond 


“A superlative example of biblical interpre- 
tation . . . Shows that there really is a unifying 
and continuous theme which draws the diverse 
parts of the Scriptures together into a continu- 
ous whole. That unifying idea is the Kingdom 
of God.”—Religious Book Club Bulletin 
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Churches of 200-399 
Members Report Gifts 


Per capita giving in Presbyterian, 
U. S., churches of 200 to 399 members 
during the vear ended March 31, 1953 
has just been reported by the offices of 
the General Council of the General As- 
sembly. Leaders in two divisions are 
shown below: 


CHURCHES OF 200-299 MEMBERS 
Benevolences: 

1. Miami Beach, Fla., Ist (247) $185.88 

2. Batesville, Ark., Ist (234) $44.96 


Current Expenses: 

1. Memorial Oaks, Houston, Texas (267) 
$249.37 

9 


2. St. Andrews, Midland, Texas (205) 
$242.39 





Total Gifts: 
1. Miami Beach, 1st., $298.21 


» 


2. Memorial Oaks, Houston, $263.18 


7 ° e,°@ 
urvivors ip nnuities CHURCHES OF 300-399 MEMBERS 


Benevolences: 
1. Trinity, Charlotte, N. C. (345) $65.84 
offer these advantages: 2. Caruthersville, Mo., Ist (323) $48.34 
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World Missions will receive for yourself (or anyone Total Gifts: 
you designate) a specified annual income, and that Suni tei, ek tee 
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to fluctuations like the income from other types of he only wanted to evade a decision just 
investment. They are guaranteed by this Board, at this time.—Jos. R. S1z0o. 
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SIGHT FOR MAN’S BLINDNESS 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for February 21, 1954 


John 9. Print 9:24-38 


John wrote his Gospel that we might 
helieve that Jesus is the Son of God, and 
that believing we might have life in his 
name (21:20). 

In the first two chapters he emphasizes 
the fact that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God (cf. 1:26-27,29-34,41,45,49; 
2:11, 17, 23). In chapters 3 through 7 
he emphasizes the fact that Jesus is the 
Life of the world (cf. 3:14-16,30; 
4:12-14- 5:21,24-29.39-40; 6:27,35,40,- 
51, 54; 7:37-38). In chapters 8-9 he 
emphasizes the fact that Jesus is the 
Light of the world. Thus in chapter 
8 he reminds us that Jesus said, “I am 
the light of the world; he who follows me 
will not walk in darkness, but will have 
the light of life.’ In chapter 9, which 
is our lesson for the week, Jesus illus- 
trates his power to bestow spiritual sight 
by restoring physical sight to a man born 
lind. 


1. The Cure of the Blind Man, 9:1-7 


The cure was effected in Jerusalem on 
the Sabbath day, probably some time 
after the events recorded in chapter 8. 
As Jesus walked out on that day with his 
disciples he saw a blind beggar in the 
way, one who was accustomed to beg at 
the entrance of the Temple and who 
was, therefore, well known in the city. 

His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he 
was born blind?” The question implies 
a belief, commonly held by the Jews, but 
repudiated by Jesus here and in Luke 
13:1-5, that each particular sorrow or 
affliction is traceable to some particular 
sin. That being true, according to their 
belief, they wondered if this man, af- 
flicted from his birth, was caused to 
suffer because of his parents’ sins, or 
because of his own sins, which it may 
he God had foreseen, or which he had 
committed in some previous existence. 
or perhaps in the womb. 

Jesus answered that neither supposi- 
tion was true; it was rather that the 
works of God might be made manifest in 
him. He did not mean that the persons 
in question were sinless, or that the 
man had been born blind solely that he 
might be miraculously restored to sight. 
He meant to say that the sight of human 
suffering should not suggest a theme for 
useless speculation but an opportunity for 
service. “It is not for you to question who 
has sinned” he intimated. But here 
is an opportunity for God to manifest 
his grace. While daylight lasts we must 
be busy with the work of God; night 
comes when no man can work. (The 
KJV reads, “I must work... .” The 
RSV follows older and better manuscripts 
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and has, ““‘We must work.” ‘The gain in 
meaning is evident). Jesus is saying, 
and the message is for us all, that the 
hours of life are few and limited and 
there is a task for every hour; if we 
neglect our opportunity it will be lost 
forever; night (death, that is) will come, 
and our work will never be complete. 
It is interesting to recall in this con- 
nection that Sir Walter Scott carved this 
text on his sundial, that Samuel Johnson 
inscribed it on his watch, that Thomas 
Carlyle quoted it in his earliest works, 
and that Cecil Rhodes wrote it above 
his mantel. This text, which each of 
these four men took to himself, was 
a partial explanation, it would seem, of 
their prodigious labors. ‘‘There is a time 
for speculation, to weigh the whys and 
wherefores of life and life’s experiences,” 
says M. K. W. Heicher and “‘there is a 
time not to speculate but to act.” 

When we are confronted with actual 
suffering, actual need—idle speculation, 
theoretical discussion, theological dis- 
putation is out of place. It is time to act. 
As Howard W. Outerbridge writes in The 
Upward Look: “The success or failure 
of life depends not so much on the ex- 
periences we meet as on the way we meet 
them.’’ Adversity has been one of life’s 
greatest teachers. If we have the spirit 
of Jesus Christ, every Good Friday of 
sorrow and pain can be transformed into 
an Easter morning of victory and joy. 

A young Japanese student was blinded 
twenty vears ago by an explosion in the 
chemical laboratory. After months of 
despair he was led to Christ by reading 
the Gospel of John in Braille. He be- 
came one of the most effective Christian 
workers in Japan and an outstanding 
leader in the Kingdom of God movement. 
The words which turned his darkness 
into light were these: “It was not that 
this man sinned, or his parents, but that 
the works of God might be made man- 
ifest in him.” 





For Jesus the specific task of the hour 
was to open the eyes of the sufferer. For, 
he continues, “As long as I am in the 
world, I am the light of the world.” He 
meant not simply that he was here to 
open the eyes of men physically blind, 
but also to open the eyes of these spirit- 
ually blind, to bring them the truth about 
God. That is made plain in the sequel. 

But meanwhile he spat on the ground 
and made clay of the spittle and anointed 
the eyes of the blind man with the clay. 
It was against the law to put spittle 
to the eyes on the Sabbath and also to 
make clay on the Sabbath. So the 
Pharisees interpreted the Fourth Com- 
mandment. They also taught that it 


was unlawful to heal a man on the Sab- 
bath day unless it were necessary to save 
life. But spittle and clay were both 
considered remedies for diseased eyes, 
and though they were not necessary for 
the miracle Jesus made use of them that 
it might be easier for the blind man to 
believe. He added a direction which also 
was not necessary, but which served to 
test and therefore to develop the faith 
of the blind man: “‘Go, wash in the 
Pool of Siloam.” With the sightless eyes 
smeared with clay, the man made his 


way to the pool of Siolam and washed 
and saw. 


Il. The Testimony of the Blind Man, 
9:8-34 


The neighbors of the blind man were 
very much astonished. Some, indeed, 
were inclined to doubt his identity. But 
the beggar soon put an end to that con- 
troversy. He declared curtly, “I am he.” 

That brought the natural question, 
“How then does it happen that you see?” 
The beggar told them very simply: ‘The 
man they called Jesus made some clay 
and rubbed it on my eyes and said to me, 
‘Go to Siloam and wash them.’ So I 
went and when I washed them, I could 
see.” 

Some of the crowd were shocked. It 
was the Sabbath day, and Jesus, already 
suspected as a heretic, had made clay and 
healed a man whose cure might just as 
well have been held over for another day. 
“Where is he?” they demanded. The 
man didn’t know. Unable, therefore, to 
apprehend Jesus, they took the beggar 
and brought him before the Pharisees, 
not the Sanhedrin, but apparently an au- 
thoritative group who were members of 
that court, to be examined. 

The Pharisees first asked him to de- 
scribe his cure. When he had finished, 
some of them cried out, ‘That proves he 
is not from God. For no one from God 
would break the Sabbath.” (What was 
wrong with this reasoning? Can you 
give modern instances of the same type 
of argument?) It is interesting to note 
here that the enemies of Jesus do not 
deny that he has the power to work a 
miracle. They admit that he has the 
power to work miracles and that he did 
in fact work this one, but they argue that 
this miracle is evidence enough that what 
power he possessed did not come from 
God. They had their own idea of how 
one sent from God would act. Some, 
however, were not so easily satisfied. 
‘**How can a man who is a sinner do such 
signs?” they asked. 

In view of the division among them 
they appealed to the man himself. “What 
do vou say about him, since he has 
opened your eyes?” The man replied, 
“He is a prophet.” Apparently the dis- 
cussion had increased his faith. He had 
referred to him the last time as a “man 
named Jesus.” But he had no idea yet 
that he was the Messiah. He knew only 


13 








that he must be a prophet, that is, a 
man with a special divine mission, one 
sent by God to declare his will. 

The man having pronounced for the 
moderates, the bigoted and hostile party 
began to question the fact of the miracle. 
They intimated that the whole thing was 
a hoax, that probably the man had never 
been born blind. So they attempted to 
catechise his parents. The father and 
mother declared promptly enough that he 
was their son, and that he was born blind, 
but they would say nothing of the cure. 
They were afraid to commit themselves, 
for they knew that the Jews had agreed 
to excommunicate anyone who declared 
that Jesus was the Messiah. Excommuni- 
cation was of three degrees: the first last- 
ed for thirty days; then followed a second 
admonition, and if impenitent, the cul- 
prit was punished for thirtv days more; 
and if still impenitent, he was laid under 
the ban, which cut him off entirely from 
intercourse with others. He was treated 
as if he were a leper. This, to persons 
as poor as the parents of a beggar, would 
mean absolute ruin. 

Having questioned the parents apart 
from the son, the Pharisees next tried to 
browbeat the son, before he heard that 
his parents had not discredited his story. 
“Give God the praise,” they urged. It 
is useless for you to maintain that he is 
a prophet. We who are the people in 
authority, “we know that this man 
[equivalent to this fellow] is a sinner.” 

The beggar refused to argue. He kept 
to the incontrovertible facts. “Whether 
he is a sinner, I do not know; one thing 
I know, that though I was blind, now 1 
For most men it is a safe rule 
never to argue about theoretical points 
of religion. The healed man has given 
us instead what may well be called the 
final word in the argument from ex- 
perience, a word which can never lose 
its amazing vitality. “One thing I knew. 
that once I was blind, and now I can see.” 

Baffled in their attempts to browbeat 
the beggar, the Pharisees returned to the 
details of the story and began to ques- 
tion him, apparently in the hope of catch- 
ing him in some contradiction. But the 
beggar had grown impatient at this bit 
of foolishness. He refused to go over 
the same old ground. He angered them 
by the suggestion that perhaps they them- 
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selves wished to become his disciples. 

The Pharisees reviled him, saying, 
“You are his disciple; but we are dis- 
ciples of Moses. We know that God has 
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, 
we do not know where he comes from.” 
The man answered with a bit of irony, 
“Why this is a marvel. You do not know 
where he comes from, and yet he opened 
my eyes. We know that God does not 
listen to sinners, but if any one is a 
worshipper of God and does his will, 
God listens to him. Never since the 
world began has it been heard that any 
one opened the eyes of a man born blind. 
If this man were not from Ged, he could 
do nothing.” 


sy this time the Pharisees had lost 
their temper. “You were born in utter 
sin,” they cried, ‘‘and would you teach 
us?” And they cast him out of the 
synagogue. The word means more than 
that they turned him out of doors. They 
excluded him from their communion. 
They excommunicated him. So far as 
they were concerned he was an outcast 
and a pariah. 

Ready witted, bold and independent as 
this man was, he could not help feeling 
this punishment very keenly. His hope 
of employment was gone, and even his 
new joy in seeing would not altogether 
compensate for his being shunned by all 
as a tainted person. Had he been of a 
faint heart and mocdy disposition he 
might have thought it had been well had 
he just been left in his blindness. Jesus 
heard of his punishment. Deliberately, 
we gather, he sought him out and revealed 
to him his mission from God. The beg- 
ear believed and fell down and _ wor- 
shipped him. He had gained not only 
his physical sight but also his spiritual 
sight. 


With a kind of sad humor Jesus points 
out how easily felt-blindness may be re- 
moved, but how difficult it is to bring 
light to those who do not recognize their 
blindness. ‘For judgment I came into 
this world,” he remarked to those stand- 
ing by, “that those who do not see may 
see, and that those who see may become 
blind.” For judgment—that is, for 
bringing to light and exhibiting in its 
consequences the actual inward state of 
men; to make the sightless see and to 
make the seeing blind—that is, that those 
who are conscious of their blindness may 
be relieved; while those who are content 
with the light they have may lose even 
that. The blind man now saw because 
he knew that he was blind. The Pharisees 
were stone blind to the world Jesus open- 
ed to them because they thought thev 
already saw all that could be seen. 


Some of the Pharisees overheard his 
words and unconsciously proved their 
truth by saying with indignant contem)t, 
“Are we also blind?” To which Jesus, 
meeting them on their own ground, re- 
plied: “If vou were ignorant as this 


blind man was, aware of your darkness 
and anxious to be rid of it, your ig- 
norance would excuse you; but now by 
all your words and actions you proclaim 
that you are satisfied with the light vou 
have, therefore, vou cannot receive that 
fuller light which I bring, and in which 
there is deliverance from sin; you must 
remain, therefore, under its bondage.” 


The Truth for Us 


1. The chapter opens with a picture 
of physical blindness. The disciples 
would make it a matter of speculation: 
‘WWho sinned, this man or his parents, 
that he was born blind?” Jesus took it 
as a call to action, “We must work the 
works of him who sent me, while it is 
day.” To rid the world of evil, of 
wretchedness, destitution and disease, of 
hunger and unemployment and insecurity 
and recurring depressions, of wars and 
rumors of war, is the work of God. God 
is at work in the world attempting to 
overcome its evil, and if it is to draw 
nearer toward that goal, it must be 
purged frem agony and wretchedness, ir- 
respective of where these come from. If 
we would be fellow-workers with God, 
our duty is plain. We must work the 
works of him who sent Jesus and would 
also send us, while it is day; the night 
comes when no man can work. What 
are the works that he would have us do, 
what are the evils he would have us eradi- 
cate? 

2. The chapter closes with a picture 
of spiritual blindness. None of us by 
searching can find out God. But those of 
us who are conscicus of our blindness 
and come to Jesus find that our eves are 
opened. We learn to know God through 
him. On the other hand, those who are 
satisfied with merely human knowledge 
are blind to the spiritual realities of life. 
It is only Jesus who can remove the 
scales from off our eves and cause us 
to see God and the spiritual world which 
is ever about us: “I am the light of the 
world: he who follows me will not walk 
in darkness, but will have the light of 
life” (8:12). 

What is the result of this offer of 
Christ? “Wherever Christ comes men 
form themselves around him in two 
groups, blind and seeing.” For judg- 
ment, for testing and dividing men is he 
come. Nothing goes more searchingly 
into a man’s character than Christ's offer 
to be to him the Light of life. to be his 
leader toward a better life. This offer 
discloses what the man is content with 
and what he really sighs for. This offer, 
which confronts us with the possibility 
of living in close fellowship and love 
with God, discloses whether our real 
bent is towards what is pure and high 
and holy or towards what is earthly. For 
judgment! What does the judgment re- 
veal concerning us? 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 


R. D. Bedinger, superintendent of home 
missions for Central Mississippi Presby- 
tery, Jackson, will become executive 
secretary of Birmingham Presbytery on 
or before April 1. 

Marshall J. Pilkenton, Montgomery, 
W. Va., has accepted a call to the Cradock 
church, Portsmouth, Va., as of March 1. 

Edgar T. Gharis, Mart, Texas, will be- 
come pastor at Nocona, Texas, Feb. 28. 

J. S. Walkup, Belton, N. C., is going to 
the Westminster church, Whiteville, N. 
C., Feb. 15. 








ATLANTA CENTER 
The new Presbyterian Center in At- 
lanta has the following mailing address: 


Office of the General Assembly 
Minister and His Work 
Board of Women’s Work 
341-A Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E., 
Atlanta 5, Ga. 


Board of Church 
Administration, 
Home Missions, 


Extension 

Treasury, Promotion 
Missionary Support, 
Urban Church, Town and Country 
Church, Sunday School Extension, 
Church Architecture, Chaplains and 
Military Personnel 

Evangelism 

Negro Work 

Radio and TV 

Christian Relations 

341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E., 
Atlanta 5, Ga. 


General Council 
Annuities and Relief 
341-C Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E., 
Atlanta 5, Ga. 


Presbyterian Book Store 
341-D Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E., 
Atlanta 5, Ga. 





RADIO 


CHRIST CALLS YOU 
Christ Calls 
His 


You to Do 
Will 
SYNODS’ EVANGELISTIC SERIES 


Week of February 14 


SYNOD SPEAKER 
Arkansas Rev. R. 
Florida Dr. Stephen T. Harvin 
Georgia Rev. John A. Haley 
North Carolina Rev. L. A. Taylor 
Tennessee Rev. M. C. Patterson 


Davis Thomas 


Check local station for time 


Produced in cooperation with 
Division of Radio and Television 
BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION 





Eugene C. Blake Urges 
Bible-Based Preaching 


CotuMBus, O. (RNS)—‘Back your 
words with the Bible.” 

This was the advice given to some 
1.500 Protestant clergymen attending the 
annual Ohio Pastors Convention here 
by the Stated Clerk of the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
USA. 

Eugene Carson Blake of Philadelphia 
said that clergymen who preach on con- 


troversial social issues from the pulpit 
should stick to the Bible because “the 
preacher apart from his Bible is no au- 
thority on anything.” 


Pastors may “properly comment from 
the pulpit on current issues,” but the 
“only valuable” preaching on such sub- 
jects, he said, is that based on the Bible. 


Dr. Blake also told the pastors that 
Christian truth is more important than 
church public relations. But, he added, 
“that is no excuse for clergymen to be 
tactless.” 
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Peace College 


Owned by the Presbyterians of 

North Carolina 
A Junior College combined with the last 
two years of preparatory school for 
girls who wish to complete high school 
work in a college atmosphere. Accred- 
ited. Transfer or terminal programs 
offered in: 

LIBERAL ARTS HOME ECONOMICS 
SECRETARIAL PRE-NURSING 
MUSIC ART 
Well-rounded program of sports, cul- 
tural, and social activities. For catalog 
write: 
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PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR 
COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member South- 
ern Associ:tion College and Secondary 
Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A. A. and A. S. degrees. Graduates trans- 
fer to Junior class best colleges. Pro- 
fessor each ten students. Personal at- 
tention. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two- 
yea" business course. Preparatory 
department with 11th, 12th grades. 
Veterans. Moderate charges. Scholar- 
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